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The dedicated
The talented
The unsung heroes
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The Medical Corps
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Veterans Treatment Court
The mission of the Chippewa
Valley Veterans Treatment
Court (VTC) is to promote
public safety while supporting
veterans and their families
through a coordinated effort
among the veteran services
delivery system, communitybased services, and the court,
leaving no veteran behind.

WELCOME

Welcome to Hillcrest Golf Club. Everyone at
Hillcrest is proud of your commitment and
service. We want to make your golf outing and
social experience “fabulous”. I get to welcome
you back to the Club and express how proud we
are of all the veterans who have put others above
themselves. It is a privilege to express the Club’s
gratitude for all your commitment and sacrifice
for this country and all Americans. We are truly
happy to have America’s best participating in the
2011 “Operation Honor and Remembrance”
Golf Outing. We are all truly grateful for your
service to our country! We are honored! Enjoy!
Ed Archibald
Hillcrest Golf and Country Club
Board of Directors, President

Steve Danielson
Vice President
Brad Beck
Secretary
Paul Jastrow
Treasurer
Board Members:
Kurt Hanke
Paul Hanke
Darrel Hermans
Mark Johnson
Carol Robarge
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From the Pro
Welcome to Hillcrest Country Club! On behalf
of the members and staff it gives me great pleasure
to welcome the true heroes of our nation. In a
time when, athletes, actors/actresses, muscians
are glorified for their less than patriotic behavior
... we can celebrate our freedoms, our way of life
and enjoy a great day of golf because of you ...
our true heroes. Thank you for all you do, all you
have done. Enjoy your day at Hillcrest Country
Club.
Thank you Diz Kronnenberg for putting this all
together, I am honored to call you a friend and
admire all you have done for our community.
Semper Fi (Marines), This We’ll Defend (Army),
Not Self but Country (Navy), Fly-Fight-Win (Air
Force), Semper Paratus (Coast Guard).
All the Best!!!
Fred Hancock
PGA Professional
Hillcrest Country Club

T O

A L L

O U R

VETERANS

Fischers would like to thank all of you for your
service to our country and for allowing us to
cohost your event.
Your service is greatly appreciated and we want
you to enjoy this day. We are honored to have you
here at Fischer’s on the Green.
With Sincere Gratitude,
David & Teresa Fischer

Monday, June 13, 2011
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TODAY’S SPECIAL

G U E S T S
Tom Poquette
Kansas City Royals & Boston Red Sox & Texas
Rangers
Mike Antonavitch
Scout for the Saint Louis Blues Hockey
Team
Bob Gernander
Scout for the Dallas Stars Hockey Team
Kenny Gernander
Coach New York Rangers
Dan Doughty
A Vietnam P.O.W. for seven years, thirteen
months of which were spent in solitary
confinement.
Thuy Smith
Vietnam Organizer
Greg Bohlig
Multi talented athlete baseball, basketball,
football
1974 Badger Quarterback voted MVP
Gene Mower
Brother of Chuck Mower
1944 Medal of Honor Recipient

Entertainment
Tom Hanrath originally from Marshfield, now
of Altoona was a demolition expert in the Navy
Seals. He served with Seal team 1 in a operating
platoon in Central America. He was discharged
from the service and for the last 23 year has been
performing as a singer, a speaker, and as a nonprofessional magician. He and his wife Kathy live
in Altoona.
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Monday,

June 13, 2011

		

Registration
Practice Range

		

Purple Heart Putting 		
Contest

9:30 AM

		
		

Lunch provided by Festival Foods
on Golf Cart

11:20 AM
		
		
		

Shotgun Start Scramble

		

Closest to Pin Awards

		

Special Drawings

		
		
		
		
		
		
		

4:30 PM

		

First Place—Low Gross Score
Second Place—One Mid-Gross Score
Last Place—High Gross Score

[Entry forms on table]
MIA Award
Shot Down Award
Goldfish Club Award
Desert Fox Award
AWOL Award

[For more information: see rules on table]

Camaraderie at
Cash Bar

5:00 PM
		

Welcome

		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Invocation, Reverend Paul Larson
Meal, Cold Stone Ice Cream
& Coffee
Awards and Prizes
Master of Ceremonies
Ben Procter
Pro Fred Hancock

		

Dinner in Fischer’s on the Green

Sit With Your Fivesome

Monday, June 13, 2011
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H i l l c r e s t

R

ules

Non-metal spikes and collared shirts are
REQUIRED for all golfers. Both are available
for purchase in the pro shop if you missed this
request on the entry form.

Pre-Scramble
The barrel of balls on the practice range is
provided free of charge. Enjoy!

Purple Heart
Putting Contest

Pre Tournament Only:
On the Practice Green, everyone
is eligible to compete for four,18-Hole
rounds at Hillcrest with Carts

Scramble Rules
Like the military, you may have to hurry and
wait. But we are trying to make everything run
smoothly. The shotgun WILL start at 11:20
AM, so if someone in your group is delayed,
please start. We will make every effort to unite
stragglers with their group as soon as possible.
All five members hit a tee shot
76 years and over and
kids ages 10-14................Yellow Tees
65-75 years old and
kids ages 15-17.................... Red Tees
45-64 years old...................White Tees
18-44 years old..................... Blue Tees
The group then selects one ball to play. All five
members hit from this spot. The ball can be
placed one club length—no nearer to the hole.
This process continues until the team reaches the
putting surface.
Remember to mark your ball on the green. Do not
‘tap in.’ The ball MUST BE holed. Once a putt
has been holed, move quickly to the next tee box.
The team captain is the first person listed in
your fivesome. Remember, the Team Captain is
responsible for turning in score cards at the Pro
Shop once the round is complete.
6
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Our National Anthem
The Star-Spangled Banner

Oh, say, can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous night,
On the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming;
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
Oh, say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
On the shore dimly seen through the mists of the deep,
Where the foe’s haughty hose in dread silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep,
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?
Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam,
In full glory reflected now shines on the stream.
Tis the star-spangled banner, oh, long may it wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!
And where is that band who so vauntingly swore,
That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion,
A home and a country should leave us no more?
Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps’ pollution.
No refuge could save the hireling and slave,
From the terror of death, and the gloom of the grave.
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.
Oh, thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand,
Between their loved home and the war’s desolation!
Blest with victory and peace, may the heav’n rescued land,
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation.
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
And this be our motto: “In God is our trust.”
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave,
O’er the land of the

free
and the
home
of the
brave!
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Facilitators
Chairperson

Organization
Chairman

Harold ‘ Diz’ Kronenberg

Benjamin Proctor
Members
Registration

Susan Schaffer
Barry Yule
Ed Asselin
Charles Grosskaus
Scott Johnson
Dick Greene
Jerry Berseth
Jack Rada

Judy LaFavre
Cheryl Breitung
Helen Knight
Jeanette Suchla
Arlyn Sterz

Photographer

Jack Loomis
VFW
Club Manager

Larry Mueller

Anderson, Ken
Antonivitch, Mike
Bagge, Dan
Berg, Kyle
Bernicke, Barry
Berseth, Colin
Berseth, Jerry
Berseth, Scott
Biles, Jack
Blackburn, Andree
Blodget, Taylor
Bolig, Gregg
Bollinger, Jim
Brod. Jerry
Brown, Jerry
Burris, Bruce
Carstenson, Bob
Cooper, Andy
Crwtsch, Keagan
Curtis, Gabrial
Dahl, Alex
Dawson, Bob
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Draeger, Rudy
Dunham, Bob
Eaffmey, Lohanna
Erickson, Jeff
Geiger, Reid
Gerander, Bob
Gerander, Kenny
Giles, Gene
Good, Bob
Greene, Dick
Growy, Ben
Grusklaus, Charlie
Hibbard, Brittany
Hilgedick, Bill
Hill, Steve
Hoyt, Coyle
Farr, Dave
Forester, Chuck
Fuerstenberg, Roy
Handcock, Hailie
Heinzen, J R
Hermodson, Warren
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Huse, Jerry
Johnson, Connor
Kartenson, Bob
Kersten, Tim
Kerwin, Anthony
Killoren, Lee
Killoren, Mark
Knight, John
Kopplin, Tom
Kronenberg, Dan
Kurth, Steve
Lahner, Mike
Larson, Bryan
Larson, Nate
Larson, Nick
Larson, Paul
Lippert, Jacob
Madson, Dale
Manz, Carl
Manz, Westly
Massey, Jamie
Mcgeady, John,
Metzler, Jack
Mueller, Larry
Nixdorf, Ron
Norby, Lisa
Oefler, Tom
Olson, Gary
Olson, James
Olson, Michael
Olson, Tom
Peterson, Bill
Peterson, Bob
Peterson, Paul
Proctor, Ben
Rada, Jack
Reitzner, Drew
Rolland, Bill
Roske, Cabe
Saban, Ed
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Sackett, John
Schaefer, Sue
Schahler, Ken
Schieffer, John
Schlafe, Andy
Schlewitz, Jim
Schobring, Trent
Schroeder, John Fritz
Seidlin, Neil
Sheridan, Terry
Sipple, Dan
Sipple, Scott
Smockyk, Chris
Snack, Larry
Snack, Marcus
Soley, Saxton
Spies, Jerry
Sterz, DeLoyd
Stoik, Connor
Stuckert, Brad
Suchla, Dave
Thiel, Sawyer
Van Amber, Hannah
Vanderwagen, Travis
Veitch, Rollie
Waggner, Stir
Ward, Tyler
Watt, Jocob
Weiss, Joe
Widaki, Kevin
Widiker, Aaron
Wisdom, Harry
Wold, Kyle
Wood, Roger
Wrigley, Jim
Yserbo, Dalton
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T O D A Y ’ S

SPONSORS
The following businesses and individuals have
paid for your golf and dinner:

Medal of Honor
($500 plus)

Documation
Edward Jones
Oral and Maxillofacial
Surgery Association
of Eau Claire
Phillips Properties
(Mark Phillips)
The Presto Foundation

Altoona Family
Restaurant
Chippewa Valley
Eye Clinic
Chippewa Valley
Orthopedics & Sports
Medicine Clinic SC
Country Jam USA

Distinguished

Service Cross ($300)
Hillcrest Golf &
Country Club
Jackson Hewitt
Tax Service

Ashley Furniture
Biesterveld &
Company, LLC
Charter Bank
Eau Claire
Realty, Inc.

Silver Star
($100)

Johnson Monument LLC
Northwestern Bank
P.M. Home
Furnishings, Inc.
Royal Construction, Inc.
Trubilt Auto

Benrud Realty, Inc.
Danielson Law
Offices LLC
Gregg Bohlig
(State Farm)
Hebert Dental

Legion of Merit

($50)

Mondovi Golf Course
Ojibwa Golf Course
Osseo Golf Course
Solon Spring Golf Course
Spooner Golf Course

Bloomer Golf Course
Elks Golf Course
Hallie Golf Course
Hayward Golf Course
Mill Run Golf
Mower Insurance

Bronze Star
(Special Gifts)

Chippewa Valley
Sports
Dick’s Divot Driving
Range

10
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SOME 42,300
GIS HAVE BEEN
WOUNDED
IN IRAQ AND
AFGHANISTAN.
AND THEY ARE
BENEFICIARIES
OF THE MOST
ADVANCED
MEDICAL CARE
THE SERVICES
HAVE TO OFFER.

Monday, June 13, 2011
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The Enola Gay

Four Yanks and a Jerk

Pistol Packing Moma

Little Shrimp

Rose Marie

Snafu

The Sacred Cow

Warspite

Thunderbird

Ain’t Misbehaving

The Old Lady

Nooky Booky

Mister Completely

Miss Conduct

1B

2

3

4A

4B

5

6A

6B

7A

7B

8

9

10A

Mercy Me

Miss Demeanor

Moonbeam McSwine

Old Crow

Patches

Wingo Wango

The Traveling Circus

Wild Children

The Shifless Skonk

Spot Remover

Rigor Mortis

Reluctant Rebel

Tom Oefler

Aaron Widiker

Jim Bollinger

Kevin Widaki

Kyle Berg

Dave Suchla

Dave Farr

Paul Larson

Jerry Berseth

Bob Gerander

Brad Stuckert

Warren Hermodson

John Fritz Schroeder

Rollie Veitch

Golfer 1 - Captain
H Veterans 1 Captain H

Piccadilly Commando

Flying Prostitute

Name of Carts
Name of Carts

1A

Hole
Hole

Neil Seidlin

Drew Reitzner

Andy Cooper

Andy Schlafe

Jeff Erickson

Ken Schahler

Kenney Gerander

Steve Kurth

Scott Berseth

Jim Schlewitz

Roy Fuerstenberg

Carl Manz

Dale Madson

Jerry Huse

Golfer 2
Veterans 2
Golfer 3
Veterans 3

Bill Hilgedick

Dick Greene

Gary Olson

Tim Kersten

Bob Peterson

Jack Rada

Tom Olson

Jack Metzler

Stir Waggner

Paul Peterson

Gregg Bolig

Jeff Fischer

Jack Biles

Mick Killoren

2011 Team Formations

Taylor Blodget

Anthony Kerwin

Dalton

Cabe Roske

Dalton Ysrebo

Travis Vanderwagen

Saxton Soley

Lisa Norby

Colin Berseth

Bill Peterson

Tyler Ward

Westly Manz

Andree Blackburn

Lee Killoren

Golfer 4
Kids 1

Michael Olson

Connor Johnson

Keagan Crwtsch

Jacob Watt

Trent Schobring

Bill Rolland

Alex Dahl

Nate Larson

James Olson

Hannah Van Amber

Nick Larson

Chris Smockyk

Jacob Lippert

John Knight

Golfer 5
Kids 2

OPERATION Honor & Remembrance
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Liberando

Just a Snappin’

The Iron Horse

Hail Columbia

Frekles

The Black Cat

The Cabin in the Sky

Chicken Charlie

Daddy’s Girl

11

12

13

14

15A

15B

16

17

18

Note:

The Memphis Belle

10B

Dan Kronenberg

Jerry Brown

Jim Wrigley

Jerry Brod

John Schieffer

Ben Proctor

John Sackett

Larry Mueller

Bruce Burris

Ken Anderson

Rudy Draeger

Charlie Grosklaus

Bob Dunham

Mike Lahner

Bob Dawson

Jerry Spies

Harry Wisdom

Dan Sipple

Joe Weiss

Tom Kopplin

Bob Kartenson

Sue Schaffer

Gene Giles

Ed Saban

Terry Sheridan

Mike Lahner

Bob Good

Scott Sipple

Larry Snack

John Mcgeady

Kyle Wold

Cole Hoyt

Dan Bagge

Reid Geiger

Brittany Hibbard

Sawyer Thiel

Roger Wood

Mark Graf

Marcus Snack

Connor Stoik

Hailie Handcock

Ben Growy

DeLoyd Sterz

Jamie Massey

Bryn Larson

Larsen

Lohanna Eaffmey

J R Heinzen

Gabrial Curtis

Team Captain is responsible to turn in the scorecard at the end of play

Decatur Deb

Classy Chassy

The Bad Penny

The Blonde Angel

Betty Boop

G.I. Wonder

High Command

Jersey Jerks

The Kidney Buster

Little Butch

The Civil War, in which
Americans shot, hacked,
stabbed, and bludgeoned to
death 204,000 of their country men and lost 400,000
more to sickness and disease
has been given many causes.
There were many contributing factors for the war but
the real issue was slavery.
Nothing more and nothing
less. This was a “peculiar
Probably st
ud
institution” and without it “Biting the bulleiot”posed
the Civil War would never
have been fought.
HHHHHHHHHH

Civil War
soldiers who
suffered bullet
wounds and
other injuries in battle
endured
medical
procedures
that were
extremely
crude and
unsanitary by
today’s standards. Men
with bullet
14
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wounds in the head or the abdomen were usually
left to suffer alone since more damage was done
as a result of the probing for the bullet.
There was often a shortage of bandages, especially on the
battlefield, so
surgeons were
given the authority to demand
the white shirts
of the officers
so they could be
used for bandaging the wound.
If men were wounded in any of their limbs,
amputation was the order of the day. Most
amputations done on the battlefield were down
without the use of chloroform or ether even
though both might be available. It took too
much time to administer these anesthetics to the
patient so he simply and painfully “bit the bullet”
until the surgery was completed.
The word hooker comes from the shady ladies
who followed General Hooker’s troops into
battle. Embalmers followed the troops into battle
also. Over 625,000 soldiers died in that war and
embalming the dead became a service that was
much needed, embalming became a very lucrative
business.
Some of the “embalming surgeons” as they
call themselves were
local physicians, while
others were under
army contracts, but
many others just
followed the troops
searching for work.
Many of the soldiers were from a
single town and
knew each other,
so when a friend
fell the others
would assume the
responsibility of
having the fallen
Monday, June 13, 2011
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soldier embalmed and returned the body to their
home town.
Prices for embalming were almost obscene for
the 1860’s. Advertisements in Washington D.C.
were $25 for enlisted men and $100 for officers.
The photograph shown on previous page was
taken by Matthew Brady’s photography’s team
outside the work tent of a physician assigned to
do the work. Pretty Crude Stuff.
HHHHHHHHHH

The following letter was sent, by a Civil War
soldier, to his home in Dunn County. It vividly
illustrates the ineptness of the army medical procedures. It was later printed under the title of
Surgeon Rat. The letter is written just the way it
was.

Surgeon Rat
I have heard and read
a great many stories
about the rat, but in
all my experiences I
never before heard
one brought before
me in the character of
a surgeon. In one of
our large hospitals an
operation was successfully performed upon
an invalid soldier by
a common rat, which
the surgeon in charge
had delayed for a
time, with the hope of
16
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causing less suffering to the patient.
This patient was
suffering from
the effects of a
fracture of the
frontal bone of
the skull, a piece
of which projected outward
to some length,
and healing of
the fleshy part
depended upon
its removal, and
lism”
f “Hospita
A victim o
such remedies
(poultice) were applied as would assist
nature in eventually rejecting it. A second soothing poultice was placed on the part a night or two
ago a hole made through the application for the
insertion for the projecting bone.
The patient was soon asleep but during the night
was aroused by the sting of pain, awoke to discover a rat making off with the piece of bone in
his mouth. He struck at it and hit him but did
not hurt him. The rat had probably been drawn
to the bed of the soldier by the scent of the poultice, which was pleasant to his olfactory; but on
reaching it his keen appetite no doubt, caused
him to relish, in a large degree, the juicy bone so
convenient to his teeth.
He therefore seized, and drew it from its position, and was made to scamper off by the patient
whom he had aroused with pain. It was a skillful operation, quickly performed, and will result
beneficially to the invalid. Such is the life of a
wounded soldier.

HHHHHHHHHH

Epitaph

H ere lies L es
N o L es
N o M ore
Monday, June 13, 2011
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The names of some Civil War Officers (mostly
Generals). We have a:
Baker, Lafayette
Booth, John Wilkes (assasin)
Butler, Benjamin Major General
Bragg, Braxton General
Burnside, Ambrose (Ol Sideburns)
Chase, Samuel
Cobb, Howell Major General
Couch, Daries Major General
Curtin, Andrew
Dodge, Grenwill Major General
Doubleday, Abner Major General (baseball)
Foote, Andrew Admiral
Forest, Nathan Bedford (Ku Klux Klan)
Fox, Gustav
Hicks, Thomas
Hill, Andrew Lt. General
Hood, John Bell
Hooker, Joseph
Hunter, David
Lane, James
Longstreet, James
Paine, Lewis
Pickett, George
Pope, John
Porter, David
Price, Sterling
Rickets, James
Shields, James
Speed, James
Steele, Frederick
Civil War soldiers had no dog tags (identification)
so most gravestones have no names engraved on
them.
The Medal of Honor was awarded almost
promiscuously in the Civil War. There were
no other medals to give. Many since have been
revoked.

18
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During the
Civil War, soldiers fought,
lived, and died
with chronic
diarrhea, dysentery, and
gastroenteritis.
Reported cases
numbered in the
millions during
the four year conflict.
Conditions in camps included the following contributing factors: over crowding, sanitation was
minimal, poor hygiene, too many fatty foods, and
poor nutrition.
The picture above is of A. Parker, Company D,
First Maine cavalry. It was taken by an Army
photographer and after the picture was taken
Parker was declared fit for action. He was soon
captured by Confederate troops and sent to the
notorious Andersonville Prison Camp. Parker
died there on July 21, 1864. His was one of
nearly 14,000 lives lost at Andersonville during
the prisoner’s 13 month existence.

HHHHHHHHHH

RUSSIAN
ROULETTE ISN’T
A BAD GAME, BUT
NOT ENOUGH
RUSSIANS ARE
PLAYING IT.

Monday, June 13, 2011
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Medical Care in the Civil
War, Battle Wounds and
Disease
Surgical techniques ranged from the barbaric to
the barely competent.
A Civil War soldier’s chances of not surviving the
war were about one in four. The fallen men were
cared for by almost totally unqualified, understaffed, and undersupplied medical corps. Under
terrific odds the Medical Corps increased in size,
improving its techniques, and gained more medical knowledge with each year the war was fought.
The filth in camps was shocking. The camps
were littered with refuse, food and other rubbish,
sometimes in an offensive state of decomposition.
Almost everyone eventually contracted chronic
diarrhea or dysentery. Typhoid fever was even
more devastating. Poor diet and exposure to the
elements caused simple colds which would turn
into pneumonia, the third leading killer of the
war.
The Medical Corps had their hands full but they
learned and improved as the war progressed.

HHHHHHHHHH

because a 2
engine air plane is safer
if one engine
fails , you have
enough power
to get you to
the scene of
the crash

20
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In World War I, the “war to end all wars”
Chippewa Valley soldiers bore their share of
the burden of battle. Eau Claire residents who
fought numbered over 2,000; Eau Claire County
lost a total of 177 men. The population of Eau
Claire at that time was less than 32,000.
No dental care was available to soldiers in WWI.
A different type of warfare was introduced by
the Germans. Poisonous gases, such as mustard,
Chloropicrin, Lewisite, and Tear gases were used.
They were frightening and deadly. Some of our
local veterans experienced it first hand.
It was difficult but horses, mules, pigs, dogs, and
pigeons received protection from the poisonous
gases also despite the fact they wore no gas masks.

HHHHHHHHHH

Medical, Surgical, and
Pathology in World War I
The Medical Corps dealt with Influenza, Trench
Fever, Lice, Diabetes, Military Surgery, Typhoid
Fever, Sanitation and Hygiene, Venereal Diseases,
and Psychiatry.

Monday, June 13, 2011
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In World War II, when airplanes returned from
a combat mission, on the ground, crewmen for
each plane rushed out to their hardstands on their
(wheels) bicycles to welcome home their crews.
While the planes were circling the field in a landing pattern, they would shoot a red flare to let
the ground crews know that there were wounded
on board. Then the ambulances and the medics
would rush to the plane and take the wounded in
for treatment. They were very efficient.
Some men and women fought their war with
morphine, sulfa drugs, bandages and iodine
sticks. They saw war at its worst.
Most airmen on the other hand fought a sterile
type of war. They might see an airplane explode
where ten men were killed, but it was not the
same as when men on the ground saw their
buddy’s stomach ripped open or the medics who
would attempt to patch up the wounded man’s
stomach. Of course, there were exceptions.
World War II tells us how terrible war is. The
statistics are almost beyond belief. It is estimated
that somewhere between 52 million and 72 million people lost their lives in the war that lasted
six years and one day, September 1, 1939 to
September 2, 1945.
Russia and China and a few lesser countries did
not keep records, thus, the variation in total
deaths. It is estimated that Russia lost 27 million
and China lost 9 million. Of its population, the
United States lost about 450 thousand.

22
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Other wars were not nearly as serious in terms of
numbers killed, but to individual combatants it
was just as deadly. Seeing a man’s stomach ripped
open in one war is no worse than seeing the same
thing in another war. The medics in World War
II saw the same things that the medics in the
Vietnam War saw. The doctors, nurses and other
medical corpsmen saw first hand how terrible war
really is.

John Bruer
Shortly after Pearl Harbor, John Bruer, a native
of Eau Claire, was captured by the Japanese and
was forced to take part in The Death March
(Bataan Death March). He and a young lad from
Louisiana, under cover of darkness, escaped into
the jungle and after a few days swam the sharkinfested waters back to Corrigador. After being
rescued from the waters by MacArthur and his
men, the two spent two weeks in the hospital
being nursed back to health by the medics. When
Corrigador fell, Bruer was once again captured
and sent to Japan where he endured four years of
hard labor as a prisoner of war.
John was located 14 miles across the bay from
Nagasaki when the second atomic bomb was
dropped. It marked the beginning of the end for
the Japanese and the end of four years of hardship – sometimes brutal treatment – for the prisoners. All of the prisoners were returned to the
American lines where the medics began treating
and rehabilitating them. They were told to take
showers several times a day and were scrubbed
often. All of their clothes and other belongings
were taken away from them and destroyed. They
were afraid of radiation contamination, which
they knew little about. John, who had weighed
188 pounds, was down to 120 pounds. The
nurses made him drink two quarts of beer a day
(he said he didn’t mind that) to help gain his
weight back. Of course, they were fed well and
were encouraged to drink a lot of milkshakes, etc.
Thanks to the medics, John got his health back
and lived to the age of 87.

Monday, June 13, 2011
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The Tuskegee Air Force
Fifteen hundred black airmen trained for the
Tuskegee Air Force. Four hundred and fifty of
them went overseas. They flew out of Italy in
1944 and 1945. One hundred and fifty of them
lost their lives. When they first started flying
overseas, they were given the obsolete P-39 Air
Cobra fighter plane. Once they were given the
P-51 fighter (in my opinion, the best fighter of
the war) they became a very formidable fighter
group. When I was there in December of 1943
and in January, February and March of 1944,
they did not escort any of the bombers on missions. The hardships they faced were not always
the dangers and hardships of combat.

m e d a l

o f

honor recipients
by service
Army ........................................... 2,400
Navy .............................................. 745
Marine Corps . .......................... 269
Air Force ...................................... 17
Coastal Guard ............................. 1

24

OPERATION HONOR & REMEMBRANCE

The Memorial at Neillsville
serves as a tribute to
all Wisconsin’s Vietnam
verterans.
Killed in Action
While many men returned safely, if scarred, from
Vietnam, nearly every town in the Chippewa
Valley suffered losses of young men killed in
action. Elk Mound, with a population of 471,
lost three of its native sons in the Vietnam War more than had died in either World War I or II.*

Raymond R. DeMoe

James M. Arries

Giving their lives in South
Vietnam were Raymond
R. DeMoe, James M.
Arries, and Roger A.
Pederson. Private First
Class DeMoe was killed
March 25, 1967, during
an enemy mortar attack.
Private First Class Arries
was killed April 1, 1967,
when he was hit by fragments, and Specialist 4
Pederson died March 29,
1971, after being hit by
enemy fire. Pederson was
due to ship out of Vietnam
when a medic for a patrol
was needed and he volunterred. His convoy was
ambushed by the enemy
who fired rocket propelled
grenades and automatic
weapons. Pederson raced
through the fire to treat
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Roger A. Pederson

two wounded men and
help to bring them back
to safety. Pederson himself was wounded during
the attack but continued
to treat and shield other
who needed medical
attention. He was fatally
wounded during his
heroic efforts and, for
his actions, received the
Distinguished Service
Cross.

* Among Elk Mound residents there was one death
in World War I; two deaths in World War II

m e d a l

o f

honor recipients
by war
Civil War .................................. 1577
Spanish American War ......... 111
World War I ............................. 128
World War II . .......................... 469
Korean War ............................... 140
Vietnam ....................................... 237
Others
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Denise Breitung, E-5 from Eau Claire, was attached to a medical unit stationed in Saudi Arabia. She was appaled at the extreme poverty of the
Iraqi refugees, especially among the women and
young children.*
Most refugees were dirty beyond belief, were
insect infested, and had inadequate clothing. Most
had no shoes. The American soldiers did everything
possible to alleviate some
of the suffering. They gave
up some of their hot meals,
provided blankets and sleeping bags for cold nights, and
doctors and nurses worked
around the clock trying to
provide what they could for
these unfortunate people.
Denise Breitung
For example, when an Iraqi
women with three toddlers
and about to give birth came into camp scared to
death, everyone there tried to help. Finally a general ordered a medic to take the woman to Kuwait
City where she could receive proper medical aid.
In the Persian Gulf, American soldiers refuted the
Vietnam era title “Ugly Americans” and gave what
aid they could to wounded and suffering civilians.
A badly wounded nine year old boy, his mother
and younger sister were brought to camp another
day. The boy had picked up a live shell and was
about to hand it to his mother when it exploded.
The boys lower extremities were blown off, the
mother was severly wounded and the younger
sister was slightly wounded. The boy died soon
afterwards, but when Breitung left, the mother
and daughter were doing well.
* Interview with Denise Breitung, 1991.
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Captain Barbara Quick, a native of Eau Claire,
was the assistant in charge of an emergency medical treatment center in Northern Saudi Arabia.
She was part of the 13th Evacuation Hospital,
a Wisconsin based Army National Guard unit.
According to Captain Quick, the center could
be compared to the emergency room of almost
any hospital back in the United States – the same
type of problems had to be handled. Burns (from
accidents with the kerosene burning heaters the
military used to heat the tents), broken bones,
crush injuries and pre-existing conditions all
required treatment. There were some deaths from
traffic accidents along the supply and transportation route known as “Suicide Road.”
When things got slow (which was not very often),
the medical personnel treated each other unmercifully and with little regard to rank. One 2nd Lieutenant referred to this joking as “tumor humor.”
However, the mood would immediately become
serious and the work intense when helicopters
were on the pad and ambulances were at the door
and the canvas cots were filled with bloodied bodies. They had their work cut out for them.

W hen your air plane ’ s gas
tank fills with
air , you ’ re in
trouble !
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Distinguished
Service Cross
Awarded to Special
Forces Medic
Sergeant 1st Class Brendan
O’Connor was awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross for
his heroic actions in Afghanistan
in 2008. Sergeant O’Connor
crawled for two hours across an
open field to give medical aid to two
fellow soldiers who had been wounded.
He did this under heavy enemy fire and without
the aid of body armor. He
gave medical aid to one
soldier and then carried the
other soldier over his back
to cover. The two men
eventually lost their lives.
The Distinguished Service
Cross is the second highest
award given for heroism,
next to the Medal of Honor.
Master Sgt. Brendan
O’Connor

I f you see a
bomb e x pert
running —
follow him !
Monday, June 13, 2011
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Damage Control Today
Thanks to the medical professionals, service
members wounded in combat receive the highest
level of care possible.
A physical therapist shows Marine Staff Sergeant
Terrance Jones an exercise to help his recovery.
He was wounded in the
right leg when
his patrol was
ambushed in
Afghanistan.
Sergeant Saul
Monroy suffered a
shattered right leg
and a broken left
leg when an IED
exploded beneath
his vehicle in
Afghanistan.
Both
Sergeant
Jones and
Sergeant
Monroy
thought
they had
lost their
legs.
They
were
fortunate
and both recovered thanks to
the medical professionals who took care of them.
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We remember a few of the planes, tanks, jeeps,
trucks and ships that did service for
American and world freedom. My World War
II bias is clear, but I hope you read
with interest the little light-hearted stories—
even though these were very deadly times.
HHHHHHHHHH

Ain’t Miss Behavin’, a B-17 heavy bomber, flewwith the 390th Bomb Group from Framlingham,
England.
The plane was perhaps named for the sentiments
of its crew for the girls back home: “I don’t
stay out late,/Don’t care to go./I’m home about
eight,/Just me and my radio./Ain’t misbehavin’,/
I’m savin’ my love for you.”
The Anvil, a tank, was used somewhere in France
after D-Day and was part of General Patton’s
Army. It took quite a beating on several occasions
but somehow survived.
The tank commander said that it was “harder to
destroy than an anvil;” thus, the name.
The Bad Egg was a B-17, flying with the Eighth
Air Force from England. Clark Gable, an aerial
photographer in World War II, flew a mission
in this plane. The Bad Egg was the name of a
movie, starring Gable. This plane ended up at the
bottom of the English Channel.
At least three airplanes in the European Theater
of Operations were called The Bad Penny—
probably because of the old saying, “A bad penny
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always returns.” Every airman wanted to return
from a mission.
Probably the best known of the three Bad Pennys
was a B-24 flown by Lieutenant Colonel Jim
Maris. German heavy flak badly damaged his
plane. After Maris crash landed at his base in
England, he saw fuel dripping from the wings
and a flattened fuselage and flat tires. The wing
had a hole big enough to drop a man through.
He counted 85 holes from nose to tail!
Betty Boop was a B-17 Flying Fortress, flying
out of England with the Eighth Air Force. It was
named after the cartoon character, Betty Boop,
who was strangely appealing, pure and virtuous, yet coy and a little risqué. Betty’s figure was
modeled after Mae West and her singing style
was taken from the then-popular Helen Kane,
the “Boop-Boop-a-Doop” girl. Betty’s distinctive
voice was actually done by May Questal. In 1933,
narrow- minded, self-righteous censorship laws
actually had put an end to Betty for a while.
The Black Cat, with its twelve-member crew,
was the last American bomber shot down in the
European Theater during World War II. It was
shot down over Germany on April 21, 1945.
Usually crews were 9 or 10 men; why this crew
had 12 is unknown.
The Blonde Angel, a P-47 Thunderbolt fighter,
was flown by Tom Litchfield from Eau Claire.
Tom flew many missions from D-Day on, but his
luck ran out when he was shot down by German
anti-aircraft fire while strafing an airfield.
He managed to bail out safely—barely—but was
captured by the enemy and was a prisoner of war
for the rest of the conflict.
The pilot named the plane after his wife, Harriet.
The Cabin in the Sky was about four hours over
the Atlantic, enroute to England. The pilot went
aft to see how the rest of the crew was doing.
They were playing cards, and someone said,
“Hey, Skipper, how’s this for a cabin in the sky?”
Thus, the name was born.
The Cabin in the Sky flew in the Eighth Air
Force and was replaced as a lead aircraft in early
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1944. After flying more than fifty missions, it
was retired and stripped down to be used as an
administrative aircraft. A prayer was also painted
on the nose: “She’ll fight the fighters, storm
the flak—thru it all, Lord, bring her back.”
Lieutenant Sines, the pilot of Chicken Charlie,
was told to deliver a Chinese general and a
Chinese colonel to Chickiang, China.
Twenty minutes out of Kwelin, China, they
lost all radio contact and their compass failed.
Weather socked in and they had no visual contact
with the ground; they were lost. They decided
to descend through the soup. They let down
between two mountain peaks, did a 180, and got
back up atop the soup; then decided to bail out.
After Sines popped the hatch, the general froze
halfway out, so Sines jumped on his back and
forced him out. Sines and the general were wined
and dined by two Chinese officers that rescued
them; then walked for five days and rode a train
for two days to get back to Kwelin.
Classy Chassy completed 87 missions before
being downed on February 22, 1944. She was hit
in the bomb bay by flak over Ferrara, Italy, and
set on fire. The pilot and top turret gunner were
killed, the nose gunner evaded capture, and the
remaining seven men became POWs.
Cripes A Mighty was a P-47 flown by George
Preddy of the 352nd Fighter Group (sometimes
called “The Bluenosed Bastards of Bodney”
because they flew out of an airbase near Bodney,
England). Preddy was becoming the leading
active ace in the European Theater but was running out of time, as he approached the end of a
200-hour combat tour. He requested—and was
granted—four successive 50-hour extensions that
kept him in the fight.
Daddy’s Girl was a P-51 Mustang flown by
Captain Ray Wetmore in the European Theater.
He was credited with 21.25 victories. On one
mission, he and his wingman, Lieutenant Robert
York, encountered the enemy when the odds were
50 to 1 against them. He said he had to attack
in self-defense. Later, the public relations officer,
sending the story home, reported that Wetmore
had encountered two gaggles of 100 enemy planes
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each—very, very unlikely. Public relations officers
liked to exaggerate.
Decatur Deb was named after the pilot’s girlfriend. The crew wanted to change the name to
“Lucky Seven,” but the pilot said, “No!”….unfortunately.
Decatur Deb was on its seventh mission, flying
from England. The crew’s plane was hit hard by
flak and had to leave the formation. They hit the
deck, flying on only three engines. They managed
to fly over an airfield; were shot up even worse,
but somehow limped back to base and landed
safely with no one hurt. Lucky Seven, indeed!
Dotsy, a B-17 aircraft, was first named Gung Ho,
but a new pilot took over and renamed it Dotsy
after his girlfriend— and it stuck. He married the
girl in November 1944, while the war was still
going on.
The Eight Ball was named by its crew when the
navigator couldn’t locate Bermuda during a submarine patrol. The crew was located behind the
navigator on the plane, so they said they were
“behind the eight ball.”
An eight ball was depicted on the nose art of a
B-17 Flying Fortress of the 390th Bomb Group
flying from England.
The Enola Gay, carrying an atomic bomb
(Little Boy) started the long flight from Tinian
about 2:00 am on August 6, 1945. After 6:00
am the bomb was fully armed, and Pilot Tibbits
announced to the crew that the plane was carrying the world’s first atomic bomb. At 7:25
am, the Enola Gay cruised over Hiroshima at
26,000 feet. When the weather was good over
Hiroshima, at 8:16 am, the bomb was dropped.
The Flying Prostitute was named by crew members who said, “It had no visible means of support.”
All early B-26 Marauders (two-engine medium
bombers) had a short wingspan and a fast landing
speed which caused many accidents in training.
Marauder pilots trained out of MacDill Air Base
in Tampa, Florida. In referencing their chances of
having an accident, the expression, “One a day in
Tampa Bay,” gained popularity.
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Four Yanks and a Jerk, a B-24, was the name
of Jimmy Stewart’s plane when he was flying
with the Eighth Air Force from England. Stewart
named the plane, but since there were ten airmen in a crew, it is hard to understand where the
“four” comes from…or the “jerk.”
Two Eau Claire soldiers, Art Petzold, a pilot,
and Jerry Collison, a bombardier, were in the
same group and flew some of the same missions
as Stewart. Collison was killed in action; Petzold
attended Stewart’s 75th birthday celebration in
Stewart’s hometown—Indiana, Pennsylvania on
May 21, 1983.
Freckles was one of General Patton’s tanks,
fighting its way through France after D-Day.
Splattered with mud and debris, it was given an
appropriate name.
G. I. Wonder was a B-17 Flying Fortress that
flew with the Eighth Air Force from England. It
flew many missions against the enemy and was
still flying after D-Day.
The name “G. I.” was applied to most soldiers.
It stands for “government issue.” The crew of
the G.I. Wonder thought the play on words was
rather clever; thus, the name stuck.
Hail Columbia was piloted by Colonel “Killer”
Kane, an All-American football player from West
Point.
The bombardier on the plane was Harold Korger
from Eau Claire, an uncle of John Menard. After
the Ploesti, Rumania mission, Kane received the
Congressional Medal of Honor for his actions,
and Korger received the first of two Distinguished
Flying Crosses.
Korger was later shot down and was a prisoner of
war. He survived the war and stayed in the Air
Force, retiring with the rank of full Colonel. His
two sons also flew in the Air Force.
High Command was a P-47 Thunderbolt Fighter
in the European Theater. It was piloted by the
commander of a group of P-47s. Some of his
men thought him egotistical…and the name of
the plane seems to bear this out.
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The Iron Horse was a tank that fought against
the Germans in southern Italy in 1943-44.
Because of the mud, horses and mules were utilized to bring supplies to the front. When the first
tank showed up, the soldiers naturally referred to
it as an “iron horse.”
Captain Donald Strait flew a P-47 Thunderbolt
and a P-51 Mustang—both Jersey Jerks—out
of England and recorded 13.5 victories. On one
occasion, he shot down three enemy aircraft
and radioed that, “We’ve got the whole damn
Luftwaffe!” Running low on fuel, he and his
wingman managed to sneak away through the
clouds.
Just a Snappin’ was a B-17 navigated by Harry
Crosby. His experiences with the “Bloody 100th
Bomb Group” are well documented in the book,
On a Wing and a Prayer. The 100th, which
began operating out of an air base in East Anglia,
England in the spring of 1943, earned its nickname because of its appalling losses.
One crew arrived just in time for an evening meal
in the mess hall, went to bed that night, were
awakened at 3:00 am, and were told they were to
fly their first mission that day. Their plane was
shot down at noon, and all crewmen were killed.
Crosby’s promotion to group navigator was probably hastened because so many others had been
shot down.
The Kidney Buster was the name of a jeep used
in the North African Campaign, called Operation
Torch 1942.
Liberando was named by the crewmembers of
the 376th Bomb Group. This B-24 heavy bomber participated in the Ploesti, Rumania bombing
raid in August 1943. Heavy cloud accumulations,
imposed radio silence, heavy smoke from bombed
targets, and enemy fighters resulted in the loss of
540 men and 54 planes during this one bombing
mission.
Brigadier General Uzal Ent said, “Another such
victory...and we are finished.”
How Little Butch got its name is unknown.
Aaron Mickelson from Eau Claire, however, flew
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with the Eighth Air Force, 390th Bomb Group
from Framlingham, England, in Little Butch, a
B-17 heavy bomber. While taxing and preparing
for a mission in Little Butch, the plane got stuck
in the mud, so Aaron and the rest of the crew
were assigned another plane, I’ll Be Around.
While flying on the mission to Hamm, Germany,
the plane was shot down, but the crew bailed
out safely, were captured by the Germans, and
spent the rest of the war in a prison camp. It was
Aaron’s 13th mission. He survived the war.
Back at the air base, another plane was christened
I’ll Be Around, after the one that had been shot
down. That plane is now in the Pima Air Force
Museum in Tucson.
The Memphis Belle, with its ten-man crew, was
the first full crew to complete the required 25
missions intact—quite a feat early in World War
II. They flew with the Eighth Air Force from
England. The crew returned home and toured the
country to sell war bonds. A movie, The Memphis
Belle, was made to honor the crew and their
accomplishments.
The Memphis Belle was named for the pilot’s girlfriend who lived in Memphis. They, however,
never married. Morgan married someone else.
The pilot, Colonel Bob Morgan, died recently at
age 85.
Mercy Me, a jeep, was used by the Medical
Corps to haul wounded soldiers to the rear of the
combat area. It was used in the North African
Campaign in 1942.
Miss Conduct, a truck, was used for hauling supplies to the front—about the time of the Battle of
the Bulge—sometime after D-Day. It was part of
the Red Ball Express.
The truck always seemed to have problems, so the
truck’s driver named it Miss Conduct.
Miss Demeanor was simply the name of a jeep
used in the North African Campaign during
Operation Torch 1942.
The jeep’s driver had been arrested on a minor
charge, and he named the jeep.
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Mister Completely was a B-17 Flying Fortress
that flew from England with the Eighth Air
Force. After a rather difficult mission to
Magdeburg, Germany—a mission that saw A
LOT of anti-aircraft fire (flak)—the crew piled
out and began to check the plane for damage.
Someone said, “They missed her completely!” and
the pilot replied that that would be the plane’s
name from that time on.
Moonbeam McSwine was flown by Lieutenant
William Whisner (the Whiz). He was credited for
downing six Focke-Wulff 190s and two probables
in one day. He ended World War II with 15.5
victories, which put him in the top 20 aces in the
European Theater.
Whisner returned to combat in the Korean War,
flying F-86s, and became the seventh jet ace of
the war. He also earned his third Distinguished
Service Cross in Korea. After service, he remained
a fighter pilot and, in 1953, won the Bendix
Trophy Race.
He died in 1989, after being stung by a yellow
jacket.
Nooky Booky was flown by Lieutenant Carson,
one of the top aces in the European Theater with
18.5 victories and 3.5 more by strafing. He bore
in close to his victims, rather than relying on
deflection shooting. He ran “Clobber School,”
where he passed on his combat skills. He emphasized instrument flying, a necessity in the rain,
snow, ice, and poor visibility of the European
Theater. He said, “Anyone who has a casual
attitude toward flying in this climate is going to
wind up wearing an 8,000-pound coffin at the
bottom of the North Sea.”
Old Crow was a P-39, a sleek-looking plane with
nice lines but not versatile enough to compete
effectively with the enemy. Pilots disliked the
plane so much, they sang, “It’ll tumble and spin
and soon augur in.”
The Old Lady was an amtrac that took part
in the invasion of Tarawa, South Pacific. On
November 20, 1943, Marine Corporal Johnny
Spillane picked up three hand grenades that the
Japanese had thrown at The Old Lady. Spillane
retrieved them and threw them back at the
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enemy before they exploded. A fourth grenade
exploded in his hand. Spillane lost his hand and
was wounded in the neck and shoulders but lived
and survived the war. His heroic actions saved the
lives of other Marines and The Old Lady.
Patches had been shot up often during its early
missions. Each time, it was “patched up” and
allowed to fly again. The ground crew, who did
the patching, appropriately named it.
Patches participated in one of the most disastrous
raids ever flown by the Eighth Air Force. The target was Regansburg on August 17, 1943. Patches
survived the raid—barely—and eventually made
it back to its base in England, only to be shot
down on a later mission.
Piccadilly Commando, a B-24 heavy bomber,
was named after the many British girls who
peopled London’s downtown area—known as
Piccadilly Circus. They were there for one purpose—the American dollar.
In 1938, the Air Corps requested that
Consolidated Aircraft produce B17s. A
Consolidated engineer, David R. Davis of Eau
Claire, Wisconsin, had designed a wing suited for
long-range bombers; a wing that offered 15% less
drag than ordinary wings. The new B-24 featured
the Davis wing. It was a four-engine, high-wing,
tricycle landing gear, dual bomb bay aircraft.
More B-24s were built than any other plane during World War II.
Pistol Packing Mama was named by a bombardier from the lyrics of a song written and sung
by country singer Al Dexter. The song lifted the
morale of soldiers in the summer of 1943 with
lyrics, like ”We’re a rough rootin’ tootin’ shootin’
trio/ But you ought to see my sister Cleo/ She’s a
terror make no error/ But there ain’t no nicer terror…”
The B-17 Flying Fortress flew with the Eighth
Air Force from England. Many different crews
flew the airplane, but one stands out because
they made a film about their experiences in the
plane—some were ordinary, some tragic; some
funny—not a great deal different than other
crews’ experiences.
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The pilot of two P-51s, Reluctant Rebel and
Little Shrimp, led a charmed life. He was
plucked out of the English Channel twice and
even managed to fly home safely, after hitting
a tree during a low flypast of a downed foe.
Lieutenant Foy, the pilot, ended the war as a
Major.
Rigor Mortis, a B-17 Flying Fortress, originally
did not have a name. It was simply Number
405. After a German Messerschmitt collided
with it amidship, the plane flew back to its base
in Amendola, Italy—at the time, Life magazine
incorrectly reported that the plane was flying
with the Eighth Air Force out of England. Upon
landing, it split in two. The ground crew—who
worked to repair it—appropriately thought it
should be named Rigor Mortis.
It was somehow repaired and lived to fly several
more missions. It was, however, eventually shot
down over Anzio, Italy, and now rests on the bottom of the sea.
Rose Marie was lost on a mission to Emden,
Germany on December 11, 1943.
The first aircraft that this crew flew was named
Hot Rocks. On August 24, 1943, the Hot Rocks
crew ditched in the English Channel. The navigator, Frank DelArmi, was killed. The crew’s
second aircraft was named after DelArmi’s wife,
Rose Marie.
The Sacred Cow was the only VC-54C ever constructed. Concerned about relying upon commercial airlines to transport presidents and failing
to convert a C-87A for that purpose, Douglas
Aircraft constructed a new aircraft and nicknamed
it The Sacred Cow.
President Roosevelt used it only once; he took
it to the USSR for the Yalta Conference in
1945. Interior modifications included an elevator behind the passenger cabin to lift President
Roosevelt in his wheelchair, a conference room,
and a bulletproof picture window.
While onboard The Sacred Cow, President
Truman signed the National Security Act of
1947. This act made the Air Force an indepen-
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dent service, making The Sacred Cow the “birthplace” of the U.S. Air Force.
The Shifless Skonk got its name from the cartoon Barney Google. In the cartoon, the character, Snuffy Smith, called people he did not
like “Shifless Skonks.” The pilot’s last name was
Shifless.
The B-17 Shifless Skonk was lost over England
due to fire on November 16, 1943.
Snafu was a B-17 flying out of Italy. It had many
accidents due to various malfunctions. Every
time the aircraft had an accident, the ground
crewmen said that everything was normal—all
f***** up [all fouled up].
The ground crew thought the plane should
be named SNAFU after Situation Normal All
Fouled Up.
Spot Remover was lost (MIA) on February 20,
1944.
In July 1943, Colonel LeMay, Commander of
the Fourth Wing, gave a welcome address to the
390th Bomb Group. He spoke about the British
night bombing and the precision daylight bombing of the 390th. LeMay referred to the British
as “general cleaners” and to the B-17 aircrews as
“spot removers;” thus, the name of the aircraft.
Thunderbird, an old reliable B-17G, flew 112
bombing missions from Molesworth, England.
Piloted by Lieutenant Vern Moncur, the
Thunderbird was the first crew in the 303rd
Bomb Group to complete its required combat
missions without anyone onboard being injured.
Quite a feat!
The Traveling Circus was named because ground
crewmen thought that some of the plane’s crew
were funny and reminded them of clowns in a
circus.
This B-24 heavy bomber flew on the ill-fated
Ploesti, Rumania bombing raid in August 1943.
The raid was disastrous—a complete debacle.
One survivor quipped, “It was like flying through
hell. I guess we’ll go straight to heaven when we
die. We’ve had our purgatory.” Harold Korger
was on the mission and Ray Vlasnik was a Master
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Sergeant on the ground crew. Both men were
from Eau Claire.
WarSpite was a battleship hit by a German
glider bomb on September 11, 1944, during
the invasion of southern Italy. The battle took
place while the Allies were attempting to occupy
the boot of Italy. A group of English sailors had
named the ship.
Wild Children was returning to Cut Bank,
Montana from a period of submarine patrol out
of Bermuda. Prior to landing, the plane flew low
over the town. The pilot’s wife claimed she could
look down into the cockpit from her third-floor
room. She referred to the crew as a bunch of
“wild kids;” thus, the name.

Someone
changed the name at a later date to
Lucky Strike, probably a different crew. The plane
crashed in England on September 7, 1944, and
all crewmen were killed.
Wingo Wango lifted off on a Sunday morning
in August 1943, ready to lead 178 Liberators
and 1725 American airmen on a bombing raid
of Ploesti, Rumania, oil fields. Suddenly, it
dipped and dived; then flew straight into the
Mediterranean Sea. Since radio silence had been
imposed, no one would ever know what happened to this ill-fated ship.
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Baseball Trivia
Johnny Mostil manager of the Eau Claire Bears
baseball team during the Depression years is in
Believe it or Not by Ripley. He is the only major
league center fielder to catch a foul ball in a
major league game. This was done when he was
a member of the Chicago White Sox.
When the Brooklyn Dodgers played the New
York Giants and Bobby Thompson hit his home
run, (the shot heard around the world) there were
three players in the game, all of whom got their
start in Eau Claire. The home run sailed over
Andy Pafko’s head in left field, Wes Westrum,
an all star catcher, was with the Giants, and Clint
Hartung went in to pinch run for Mueller who
had pulled a muscle sliding into third base.
Wilfred “Rosy” Ryan, manager of the Eau Claire
Bears, in 1941 and 1942 was the first pitcher to
hit a home run in a World Series Game.
Dave Garcia (The Spainard) was the third baseman for the Bears in 1942 when they won the
league championship. Although he never played
in higher than Class C baseball, he managed
the Cleveland Indians for six years, and the San
Francisco Giants for one year. He later served as
the head scout for the Giants, coached third base
for the Brewers, was a baseball consultant for the
Kansas City Royals. He retired two years ago at
the age of 87.
He now serves as a baseball consultant or the San
Francisco Giants.
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