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Thanks for making it possible!
Janet, Thank you SO much for organizing the Trial Academy. I had the BEST
time! It was the highlight of my professional career- best conference ever. Can
you tell I Loved it?!
Heather-Ann T. Young, Perry Law

The Trial Academy was a life changing experience! From the well thought out live
demonstrations to the personalized guidance from the mentors, the Trial Academy
should be a requirement for all attorneys seeking to refine their litigation skill set.
Julia Jones Wonnacott, Fidelity National Law Group

The Trial Academy so closely resembled an actual trial that the participants- faculty
and students-lost themselves in the experience: preparing and presenting witnesses,
evidence, and arguments with the same passion usually   reserved for real clients.
Both the technical skills and self confidence of the students improved daily and
the commitment from the indefatigable instructors was unparalleled. It is definitely a
worthwhile career investment and experience.
Ileana Blanco, DLA Piper LLP (US)

“The ABA-TIPS/ABOTA Trial Academy provides personalized mentoring and training
that sharpens advocacy skills for varying levels of experience. The Trial Academy
blends a small group instruction format with daily ”hands on” practice opportunities.
The strict faculty selection process guarantees each student will have the benefit
of learning strategies from the best and brightest of our nation’s litigators. The
experience is well worth the investment.“
Philippa Ellis, Director 2019 National Trial Academy, In-House, Home Depot

The TIPS/ABOTA Trial Academy allowed me to observe the talent and techniques
of some of the best trial attorneys in the country, receive individualized tips and
feedback from my mentor, and practice each phase of a trial in a no-risk setting. I
walked away with a better understanding of the trial process and confidence in my
enhanced skills as a trial attorney.
Serena M. Warner, Esq., Angelo, Kilday & Kilduff, LLP

The TIPS National Trial Academy is an exemplary litigation training
program. Through the program, litigators like myself are able to simulate every
phase of the trial process, receiving real time feedback and instruction throughout
the week.   The program’s use of qualified medical and engineering experts to
serve as witnesses, local trial judges to oversee the final trial, and real jurors to
adjudicate the case elevated the quality of the week’s training. However, what
sets the TIPS program apart from other training programs is the quality of their
faculty mentors, whose wealth of knowledge and litigation experience served as
the basis for detailed and insightful critiques and advice on how to develop our
own personal litigation style. I benefited significantly from this program and have
highly recommended the TIPS National Trial Academy to others at my firm.
Adam Pie, DLA Piper LLP (US)

While it was a long week, I truly enjoyed my time at the trial academy and know that I
came back to my firm a better trial lawyer. The incredibly talented faculty set aside their
practices (and their lives) to focus solely on making each student a better trial lawyer. The
on-the-spot feedback is invaluable, as is getting to watch a real jury deliberate. I highly
recommend the trial academy to anyone whose practice involves trial work.
Suneel Gupta, Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC

In one week at the trial academy I see talented, dedicated lawyer’s learning the
craft of trial advocacy, from Seasoned Exceptional trial lawyers. The real trial
lawyers, the story tellers who capture both the hearts and minds of the juries. It is
the most educational and focused week of the year.
Phil Hymanson, Hymanson and Hymanson

The Academy was an invaluable training experience, and it was inspiring to meet the
many talented faculty members who dedicated so much of their time and energy to
help us students learn. I learned more than I thought would be possible in a oneweek period, and I would highly recommend the Academy to any young lawyer who
has the opportunity to participate.
Lane E. McKee, DLA Piper LLP (US)
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DIRECTOR
Joseph J. Ortego

Joseph J. Ortego, Deputy Chairman of Nixon Peabody LLP’s
Litigation Department, a partner in the firm’s New York City office
and Leader of the firm’s Aviation and NP Trial® practices, has
approximately thirty years of litigation and business experience.
Mr. Ortego has tried over 100 cases to verdict for major corporations ranging from
automotive to chemical companies, with trial experience in the trial of aviation,
medical device, pharmaceutical, toxic tort, and complex commercial matters. As
a recent example of his trial acumen, Mr. Ortego secured a unanimous defense
verdict in a Broward County, Florida, state court aviation case that was featured as
#4 in CVN’s Top 10 Most Impressive Defense Verdicts of 2018.
Mr. Ortego focuses in the areas of commercial disputes, toxic tort, environmental,
employment, intellectual property, aviation, and product liability matters. He
serves as National Trial Counsel for a number of clients who desire a consistent
approach to lawsuits filed in multiple states, and represents small, midsize, and
publicly traded companies. Joe is a past Chairman of the Trial Academy.

DIRECTOR-ELECT
Fredrick H. L. McClure

Fredrick H. L. McClure is a partner in the law firm of DLA Piper
LLP, resident in its Tampa and Miami offices. He is an experienced
trial lawyer with a concentration in complex product liability,
consumer protection, employment, commercial and insurance
coverage, and bad faith single plaintiff and class litigation, having
tried many such cases to verdict in both bench and jury trials as lead counsel. In
addition to his active trial practice, Fred maintains an active appellate practice,
successfully arguing in multiple jurisdictions.
Fred practices in and is the former practice group leader of DLA Piper’s
Florida Litigation Group. He is rated “AV Preeminent” by Martindale Hubbell
International Law Directory, the highest rating attainable from the highlyrespected directory and rating system. Chambers USA: America’s Leading
Lawyers for Business recognizes Fred for his litigation practice and notes that
he is “commended by clients for his excellent networking skills and strong legal
knowledge.” Best Lawyers in America has named Fred to its peer-reviewed
ranking for his commercial litigation, insurance litigation, class action litigation
and personal injury litigation practices. Each year since 2004, Florida Trend
Magazine has named him to Florida’s Legal Elite, an honor accorded less than
2% of the nearly 50,000 resident members of the Florida Bar. Additionally, since
2006, Law & Politics magazine has named Fred as a Florida Super Lawyer.
Fred has been a frequent faculty member of the ABA Tort Insurance & Trial
Practice Section/ABOTA National Trial Academy in Reno, Nevada and served as
Director of the Academy in 2015.

PRESIDING JUDGE
Honorable Janet J. Berry

Judge Janet Berry served as a judge in the Second Judicial
District Court from 1996 - 2018. She was in private practice
in Reno with the firm of Davenport and Perry prior to being
appointed to the bench. She served as a law clerk for a U.S.
District Court judge in New Orleans and for the Chief Justice of the Nevada
Supreme Court before entering the private practice of law. She graduated from
California State University at Sacramento with a degree in criminal justice, and
received her J.D. at Tulane University School of Law. Judge Berry was awarded a
Master’s of Judicial Studies degree from the University of Nevada, Reno, in 1997.
She is admitted to practice in Louisiana, California, and Nevada. Judge Berry
remains active in community legal education.

PRESIDING JUDGE
Honorable Lynn Simons

Judge Lynne K. Simons is deeply honored the citizens of Washoe
County elected her to the Second Judicial District Court as
District Judge, Department 6, in November 2014. She acceded
to the judgeship in January 2015. In addition to her duties
as a general jurisdiction district judge, Judge Simons serves
as Presiding Judge for the Alternative Dispute Resolution Program and as an
alternate Probate Judge. Judge Simons serves on the Court’s Budget, Security,
Statistics, Legislative and Rules Committees as well as State Court Statistics and
District Court Judges Education Committees. Additionally, Judge Simons chairs
the Civil Bench Bar Committee.

Ileana Blanco

Ileana M. Blanco, a partner in DLA Piper’s Houston Office and
a member of ABOTA, focuses on commercial litigation and
arbitration disputes primarily for clients in the energy and
petrochemical industries.
Ileana represents and counsels global energy companies and other multinational
clients in complex commercial litigation and disputes concerning financial,
construction and contractual issues, and multiparty disputes, including class
actions. Ileana has extensive trial, arbitration and dispute-resolution experience
representing both domestic and international companies.
A significant part of Ileana’s practice involves advising and representing financial
institutions and their officers and directors.
Ileana maintains a diverse civil litigation practice in the defense of business torts
claim. These include tortious interference with business relations, defamation and
unfair competition, defense of wrongful death and serious personal injury lawsuits,
toxic tort litigation, and claims under the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt
Organizations Act (RICO).
Ileana, who was born in Cuba and is fluent in Spanish, regularly represents
international clients in Europe, Mexico and other countries in Latin America. Ileana
is a member of DLA Piper’s North American Pro Bono Committee.

Eugene Brown, Jr.

Eugene Brown, Jr., is a partner at Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP. His
practice emphasizes complex civil litigation, including products
and premises liability, commercial, labor and employment and
environmental and toxic torts. He represents public entities in
actions alleging civil rights violations such as police excessive
force, age and race discrimination, and sexual harassment, as
well as automobile manufacturers, contractors, medical providers and consumable
products manufacturers.
Gene is an exceptional trial attorney, having successfully tried to verdict in excess
of 100 complex actions in California, as well as other jurisdictions throughout the
United States. He has appeared before the Supreme Court of New York and the
United States District Courts in New York, Nevada, Arizona, Texas and Mississippi.
Gene’s professional achievements are recognized by his peers as he has achieved
Diplomate status, and is a past president of the San Francisco Chapter of the
American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA), a Fellow of The American College
of Trial Lawyers, The International Academy of Trial Lawyers, The International
Society of Barristers, and the Litigation Counsel of America, by invitation only. He
is a member of the American Bar Association (ABA) Standing Committee for the
TIPS Trial Academy, an active faculty of the ABA/TIPS ABOTA Trial Academy and
an active faculty member of the ABOTA National Trial Academy. Gene presents
regularly as a lecturer and panelist on trial practice.

Scott Cameron

Scott Cameron focuses his practice on health care litigation, civil
litigation, and appellate matters.
Scott has experience representing healthcare provider groups
in litigation and arbitration against health plans and in disputes
with local hospital districts. He also has experience representing
and advising clients in complex civil litigation in state and federal courts, including
matters based on antitrust, intellectual property, breach of contract, business
torts and constitutional law. He has represented clients before federal and state
appellate courts. He has argued before the Ninth Circuit and tried cases in both
jury and bench trials in federal and state courts.
Scott worked for two years as a judicial law clerk for Judge Consuelo M. Callahan,
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. He began his career as a
judicial law clerk for Judge Morrison C. England, Jr., United States District Court
for the Eastern District of California after graduating law school.
Prior to pursuing a career in the law, Scott was a commissioned officer in the
United States Air Force, flying the F-4E Phantom II fighter as a Weapons Systems
Officer. Scott continued his military career during and after law school in the
Nevada Air National Guard, where he has flown C-130 Hercules, a tactical airlift
aircraft, since 1999. He is a Master Navigator with several combat deployments in
support of Operation Desert Storm and Operation Enduring Freedom. He recently
retired at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.

Christopher A. Duggan

Chris Duggan is a civil jury trial and appellate lawyer with 31
years of experience representing publicly and privately held
corporations, manufacturers, insurance companies, airlines,
academic institutions and museums in a broad range of civil
matters. His specialties include products liability, premises
liability, aviation, insurance coverage, fire litigation and disputes
over title to historic artifacts. He has tried over 100 cases to verdict in federal
and state courts and before administrative boards in several states, primarily but
not exclusively in New England. Mr. Duggan has argued over 25 cases in several
federal and state appellate courts. Mr. Duggan was one of two founding partners
of Smith Duggan, a Boston based firm that has a national practice in the areas of
products liability, aviation and fire litigation. The firm has grown to 20 lawyers and
appears regularly for clients throughout New England.
Mr. Duggan regularly teaches trial advocacy for the National Institute of Trial
Advocacy, the Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education, The American Board of
Trial Advocates’ Masters in Trial programs and a variety of other groups. In 2010,
he was on the faculty at the International Association of Defense Counsel’s Trial
Academy at Stanford. He often lectures on matters of trial practice, evidence and
legal history. His most recent publication, Magna Carta, Foundation of American
Law, appeared in the summer edition of Voir Dire Magazine, 2015.
Mr. Duggan has been elected to numerous legal honor societies including the
International Society of Barristers, Litigation Counsel of America and the American
Board of Trial Advocates, for which he served as National Secretary for two years
and currently sits on the National Board of Directors. In addition to teaching at the
professional level, he appears regularly in high schools teaching various areas of trial
practice, Constitutional theory and legal history. He created and is the director of the
James Otis Lecture Series, a program dedicated to teaching law and legal history
to high school students. Mr. Duggan graduated summa cum laude from Boston
College in 1981, and from the University of Virginia Law School in 1984. He is a
member of Phi Beta Kappa and several other academic honor societies.

Philippa V. Ellis

Philippa Ellis is Assistant General Counsel at The Home Depot
in Atlanta, Georgia, where she manages general liability claims
and litigation. Prior to joining The Home Depot, Philippa gained
extensive first chair trial experience as a law firm partner handling
high stakes product liability, tort litigation, insurance, corporate
liability, and commercial disputes. Her professional memberships
include IADC, ABOTA, PLAC, ACC, DRI, ABA, and NBA. Philippa earned a Juris
Doctor from The University of Oklahoma College of Law, and a Master of Business
Administration from The University of Georgia Terry College of Business. Philippa
is licensed to practice in Georgia, Illinois and Oklahoma.

Hon. Patt Englander Henning

Cornell University Independent Major in International Relations, B.A.
University of Florida College of Law, J.D.
Assistant Attorney General for State of Florida Assistant State
Attorney, 17th Judicial Circuit Serving as Chief of Appellate
Division County Court Judge, Broward County, Florida
Circuit Court Judge, 17th Judicial Circuit
Served in criminal, general civil & complex civil litigation divisions
The Florida Bar
District of Columbia Bar
Broward County Bar Association
Young Lawyers Executive Council, Past Member Board of Directors, Past Member
The Florida Bar
Civil Rules and Law Reform Committee, Past Member Summary Procedure
RulesCommittee, Past Member Criminal Law Section—Sentencing Committee,
Past Member Judicial Evaluation Committee, Past Member
Committee Re: Decline in Jury Trials, Past Member
Florida Conference of Circuit Court Judges
National Association of Women Judges, Past Member Nominating Committee
Parental Leave Subcommittee
Florida Conference of County Court Judge, Past Member Sentencing Committee
Criminal Rules Committee
President Council of Cornell Women, Charter Member, Cornell University
American Judges Association, Past Member, Lifetime resident of South Florida

Tricia “CK” Hoffler

Tricia “CK” Hoffler is the CEO of The CK Hoffler Firm, an Atlantabased law firm that specializes in representing plaintiffs in trucking
accidents, medical malpractice, wrongful death, catastrophic
personal injury, civil rights litigation, commercial litigation,
employment discrimination, opioid litigation and global commercial
transactions. Ms. Hoffler is licensed in 5 states including Georgia,
Florida, Virginia, DC and Pennsylvania. To date, Ms. Hoffler has tried and/or settled
cases totaling over $800,000 million. An accomplished attorney, Ms. Hoffler was
previously a partner at Edmond, Lindsay & Hoffler, LLP. and a partner at the Willie
Gary Firm in Florida. She ran the commercial and international litigation practice at
the Willie Gary Firm for 13 years. She is also counsel to civil rights icon, The Reverend
Jesse Jackson and has represented him and the Rainbow Push and Wall Street Project
for the past 30 years. Ms. Hoffler also lectures extensively on trial and best-practices
strategies to legal professionals and young lawyers across the nation.
Ms. Hoffler received a JD from Georgetown University, BA from Smith College and
studied at College du Leman, University of Geneva in Switzerland and Branksome
Hall in Canada. She speaks French fluently and is proficient in Spanish and
Portuguese. She holds a number of honors and awards for her achievements in law
and is active in her community.

Phil Hymanson

Phil Hymanson has over 3 decades of trial experience and
currently practices law with his son, Hank Hymanson, at the aptly
named firm “Hymanson & Hymanson”.
Phil began his career as a prosecutor and litigated many multidefendant, high profile, crimes. As a lobbyist, he represented
the District Attorneys Association, Attorney General’s Office and Law Enforcement
agencies at the State Legislature. The Nevada Civil RICO Legislation was first enacted
under his watch. He began his civil practice in Las Vegas where he eventually was
named President and Litigation Chair of the oldest incorporated law firm in Nevada
and eventually moved his practice to an international law firm where he had an
extensive trial practice for 10 years. Phil left that international law firm to try a case
with his son and after one year at a 700 attorney national law firm, they opened their
own firm. He is now President of the Las Vegas, Nevada ABOTA chapter.

Chris A. Marks

Mr. Marks is a trial lawyer with the law firm of Tanenbaum Keale
LLP in Seattle. Most of his cases involve high-exposure tort
matters, including product liability cases related to vehicles,
consumer products, and toxic torts. Mr. Marks is admitted to
practice law in Washington, Oregon, and California. He serves
as national trial counsel for several clients and has tried cases
throughout the United States. He is a prior director of the Academy and returning
faculty member.

Michael C. Marsh

An accomplished first-chair trial lawyer and trusted counselor,
Michael Marsh represents major public and private organizations
in high stakes business disputes nationwide. Recognized by
Chambers and Benchmark Litigation, Michael has served as lead
counsel in dozens of jury and bench trials on behalf of aviation,
consumer electronics, retail, sports, entertainment, healthcare,
hospitality, manufacturing and automotive clients. With a wide ranging litigation
practice in federal and state courts throughout the United States, he is counsel of
choice for clients engaged in disputes involving securities and other class action
defense, shareholders, antitrust, private equity, D&O liability and higher education.
Outside of the courtroom, clients turn to Michael for counsel on day-today operations, high value employment matters, major restructurings, and
navigating corporate governance and compliance issues, including federal and
state agency investigations.
Michael is a member of Akerman LLP’s Executive Committee, a past chair of
Akerman’s Equality and Inclusion Committee, a fellow of the Leadership Council
on Legal Diversity, and the chair of Friends of South Florida Autism.

Rick Morefield

Rick Morefield is a founding member of Morefield Speicher
Bachman, LC in Overland Park, Kansas. He practices primarily
in the areas of personal injury, wrongful death, traumatic brain
injury, business litigation and insurance litigation. Rick has over
30 years of experience with the mediation, trial and appeal of
civil cases. He is “AV” rated by Martindale-Hubbell law directory
and each year since 2005, he has been named to the Kansas and Missouri Super
Lawyers list. Since 2012, he has been selected to the National Trial Lawyers Top
100 list for Kansas.
Rick has handled the trial and appeal of numerous personal injury and business
litigation matters. Although he began his career handling complex business cases
and defending tort cases, he began to represent primarily plaintiffs 25 years ago.
Rick is a frequent lecturer on litigation and trial-related topics. He recently chaired
the 2000+ member Litigation and Trial Practice Committee of the ABA’s Tort Trial
and Insurance Practice Section and is a former Chair of the Plaintiff’s Practice
Standing Committee, former Editor in Chief of The Brief, and a former co-chair of
the Fair Court Funding Task Force.

Elizabeth Mulvey

Elizabeth N. Mulvey, a founding partner at Crowe & Mulvey,
LLP has tried more than 250 cases in courts throughout New
England, winning multi-million dollar verdicts in Massachusetts,
New Hampshire and Rhode Island. She is also a well-respected
appellate lawyer, and her appearances before the appellate
courts in most of the New England states have resulted in many
important decisions in the field of personal injury law. Liz has a special interest in
electronic health records, and is presently pursuing a Master’s Degree in Health
Informatics at the Medical University of South Carolina.
Liz has been honored by “Super Lawyers” magazine as one of the top ten
lawyers in Massachusetts every year since 2005, and was the top vote-getter
in the state in 2015. She has been selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers
in America annually since 1996 and was named as the Massachusetts Medical
Malpractice “Lawyer of the Year” for 2010 and the Personal Injury “Lawyer of the
Year” in 2012. Lawdragon magazine has repeatedly recognized Liz as one of 500
leading lawyers in America. In 2017, she was named Lawyer of the Year by the
Frank J. Murray Inn of Court

Larry D. Ottaway

Mr. Ottaway, a partner at Foliart, Huff, Ottaway & Bottom, has
defended cases in many states and tried products liability cases
in Idaho, Colorado, Texas, Arkansas, and New York, in addition to
his home state of Oklahoma.
Mr. Ottaway is a member of The American Board of Trial
Advocates, Litigation Counsel of America, and the International Society of
Barristers. He is a Fellow in the American College and International Academy of
Trial Lawyers. Mr. Ottaway has been named one of the Top “Super Lawyers” in
Oklahoma since 2006 and is listed in Best Lawyers in America (2015). Mr. Ottaway
served on the Oklahoma Judicial Nominating Commission.
Mr. Ottaway’s firm specializes in the trial of negligence and products liability
actions on behalf of pharmaceutical and other manufacturing companies. Mr.
Ottaway also has an active insurance practice including the defense of both
carriers and their insureds.

Dominique Pollara

Dominique was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota and raised
in Upstate New York. She has practiced law since 1984 and
is a member of the American Board of Trial Advocates, the
International Academy of Trial Lawyers and the International
Society of Barristers. She is board-certified in Medical Malpractice
by the American Board of Professional Liability Attorneys and has
tried more than 38 cases to verdict in California, Nevada and New York. Ms. Pollara
is a Fellow in the American College of Trial Lawyers, a member of the International
Academy of Trial Lawyers and a member of the International Society of Barristers.
Dominique’s practice is dedicated to defending health care professionals, groups
and facilities in medical malpractice litigation as well as before various licensing
boards. When not working, you can find Dominique cycling in the foothills around
Sacramento, skiing at Squaw Valley, playing with her dogs or donating her time to
Homeward Bound, a golden retriever rescue organization.

Kathryn Pryor

Kathryn Pryor is a partner in the law firm of Wright, Lindsey &
Jennings, LLP, Little Rock, Arkansas, where she has been engaged
in active trial practice for 30 years with a focus on insurance
defense and product liability litigation. Her practice centers
on the representation of corporate clients in product liability
litigation, asbestos litigation, mass tort litigation and premises liability litigation, as
well as insurance coverage dispute litigation, trucking and transportation defense
and automobile liability defense. Kathryn is recognized in Mid-South Super
Lawyers in the area of Civil Litigation Defense. She is a member of the American
Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) – Associate; Arkansas Chapter of American
Board of Trial Advocates - 2014 President; International Society of Barristers Fellow/Arkansas Membership Chair; American Bar Association; Arkansas Bar
Association; Arkansas Association of Defense Counsel and the Defense Research
Institute. Kathryn returns in her fifth year as a faculty member of the ABA Tips/
ABOTA National Trial Academy.

J.D. Smith

J.D. Smith of Mercer Island, Washington is a plaintiff’s personal
injury trial lawyer. Prior to and during law school, J.D. worked as a
claims adjuster and underwriter. It was a natural transition for him
to practice law in the personal injury area. J.D. has tried 59 civil
jury cases to verdict and completed over 100 arbitrations. J.D. is
a former member of the American Bar Association (ABA) House of
Delegates and a former President of the Washington State Bar Association Young
Lawyers Division. In 2011, J.D. was admitted into the prestigious American Board
of Trial Advocates (ABOTA). ABOTA is an honor organization, membership is by
invitation only and nominees must be approved by 75% of the membership.
He has been consistently named a Super Lawyer by Washington Law & Politics
since 2004. He is also Life Fellow of the American Bar Foundation and a regular
instructor with the National Institute for Trial Advocacy (NITA) and the National
Business Institute (NBI).
He obtained his undergraduate and law degrees from Texas Wesleyan University
in Fort Worth, Texas. The TWU Law School was later acquired by Texas A & M.
During law school, J.D. served as Vice President of the Student Bar Association,
Chairman of the Moot Court Honors Society and as Chancellor of the Order of
Barristers. He was also Vice-President of the Black Law Students Association (BLSA)
and Communications Director for the Regional BLSA.

You have probably received many brochures advertising various trial education
programs. However, the National Trial Academy, sponsored by the Tort Trial
& Insurance Practice Section (TIPS) of the American Bar Association and the
American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) offers a unique, interactive, diverse
program combining today’s latest technology with the country’s top trial lawyers
as personal mentors. Our faculty consists of six defense lawyers, six plaintiff
lawyers, district judges, supreme court justices, jury consultants, professors and
technical engineers who are all seasoned experts in their particular specialties.
Affectionately called the country’s top “Boot Camp for Lawyers” in the September
2002 issue of the ABA Journal, the intense 4½ day program utilizes a wide range
of individualized teaching methods and approaches not found anywhere else.
The TIPS Trial Academy will limit participation to just 36 students, approximately
18 each from the plaintiff and defense bars. Employing state of the art technology
and instruction, including the use of a 21st century courtroom, the students will
be exposed to a broad array of trial techniques and methodologies ranging from
computer animation and litigation software technology to instruction on voir dire
by nationally renowned jury consultants.
With a three student per faculty member ratio, students receive the most
individualized mentoring available at any trial academy. Moreover, having faculty
members and students who represent both sides of the trial bar, students will be
critiqued from both perspectives and learn from each other on how to identify the
strengths and weaknesses of their arguments as well as schooling on professional
and ethical conduct in a courtroom.
The National Judicial College in Reno, Nevada, is where it all happens. The
National Judicial College is where practicing judges from around the world come
to be educated in all aspects of trial practice.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

The Academy curriculum will involve a core case study taught by a faculty of
leading plaintiff and defense trial lawyers from throughout the United States as
well as professors from the National Judicial College. Each faculty member will
have responsibility for three students and will participate interactively through
exemplar trial court presentations as well as constructive feedback including
videotape reviews of the students’ performance in the courtroom.
In addition to individual courtroom presentations, the students will also be
provided with lectures and courtroom demonstrations by faculty members on a
variety of trial skills including direct and cross-examination of medical and scientific
witnesses, opening statements, closing arguments and jury selection. Each
student will be videotaped while conducting an opening statement and a closing
argument. Doctors from the University of Nevada Medical School and engineers
from the University’s Engineering Department will serve as expert witnesses.
Two nationally renowned jury consultants will assist the students in a mock jury trial that
will take place on the final day involving the actual case study involved in the program.
Jurors will be summoned and selected from the surrounding community. The trial will
conclude with televised jury deliberations and a subsequent panel discussion with jurors,
faculty members and jury consultants regarding the case presentation by each side.
Several weeks prior to the commencement of the Trial Academy, the students will
be sent a complete set of practice materials. The set will contain the core case
study including excerpts from depositions, expert reports and other materials

necessary to the case. The core case study will form the basis of the program
participation and the mock trial. Prior to the commencement of the Trial Academy,
students will be required to submit a trial brief, jury instructions, and a set of
stipulated facts for the trial.
On Wednesday night, March 18, after the trial, there will be a dinner and ceremony
honoring all of the students and faculty participants with beautifully engraved
plaques for their completion of the academy.

WE PROVIDE ACCOMMODATIONS & MEALS

Participants will be transported each day to the beautifully appointed Peppermill
Resort Spa for meals and hotel accommodations. The fee for the Academy is
$3,900.00 and includes hotel accommodations, meals, transportation to and from
the College and the use of the National Judicial College and their state-of-the-art
21st Century courtroom.
The Peppermill Resort Spa Casino
2707 S. Virginia Street
Reno, NV 89502
The National Judicial College
1664 N. Virginia (corner of Evans & Jodi)
Reno, NV 89557

CLE CREDITS

The students at the National Trial Academy will qualify for Continuing Legal
Education credits in all states. The ABA will seek 34 hours of CLE credit in
60-minute states, and 40 hours of CLE credit for this program in 50-minute states.
Credit hours are estimated and are subject to each state’s approval and credit
rounding rules. Please visit the program website at ambar.org/tips for program CLE
details or visit americanbar.org/mcle for general information on CLE at the ABA.

CANCELLATION POLICY

All cancellations must be made through the ABA Tort Trial & Insurance Practice
Section no later than February 7, 2020 in order to receive a refund less a $1,000.00
cancellation fee. After March 2, 2020 none of your registration fee will be
refunded. However, you will be allowed to make a suitable substitution to take
your place.

WHO CAN YOU CONTACT?

To ensure individual teaching and instruction, enrollment in the TIPS/ABOTA
National Trial Academy is by application only. It is strongly recommended that
any person who wishes to be considered for the 2019 TIPS/ABOTA National Trial
Academy apply immediately. Applications should be received for consideration no
later than Friday, February 14, 2020. Please fill out the attached application and,
along with a check payable to the American Bar Association, return it to Ms. Janet
Hummons of the American Bar Association, Director of Meetings and Continuing
Legal Education, TIPS, 321 North Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois 60654; telephone
number (312) 988-5656.

For 20 years ABOTA has served as
the sponsor of the ABA TIPS/ABOTA
National Trial Academy. It has been
an honor for longtime ABOTA
members to serve on the faculty
and to work side by side with ABA
section leaders. No one embraced
the ABOTA – ABA partnership more
than W. Scott “Scotty” Welch III,
who passed away on June 14, 2019,
at age 79. Scotty served as ABOTA
National President in 2001 and was
active in advancing the careers of
young trial lawyers by serving as
director and faculty member for
many years. ABOTA celebrates
the 20 years with section and
appreciates the ongoing generosity
of the National Judicial College.

AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION (ABA)
TORT TRIAL & INSURANCE PRACTICE
SECTION (TIPS) AND THE AMERICAN
BOARD OF TRIAL ADVOCATES (ABOTA)

2020
National Trial

MARCH 14 – MARCH 18, 2020

Application form

• INFORMATION (Please Type)
Name_____________________________________________________________________
Firm______________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________ State___________ Zip_______________
Business Phone___________________________Home Phone_______________________
Fax_______________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address_____________________________________________________________
Age___________ Year Admitted to Bar___________ Race (optional)______________

• PRACTICE
Law Firm Size:

Tuition for the 2020 TIPS/ABOTA
National Trial Academy is $3,900.

Your application and deposit of $1,000.00
(non-refundable if you are accepted into
Description of principle practice area
the program) is due by February 14, 2020
(i.e., products, auto, employment, etc.):
to secure your spot in the TIPS/ABOTA
_______________________________________ Trial Academy.
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ ❏ If funds are available, please send me
Partners___________ Associates_______

Type of Practice (check or fill in all that apply):

information concerning financial assistance.

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

• RETURN

Percentage Trial Work
In-House Insurance Law Firm
Plaintiff (more than 50%)
Defense (more than 50%)
Personal Injury (Yes or No)
Government
Sole Practitioner
Corporate

Litigation Experience (put in a number):
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

1st chair jury trial started
2nd chair jury trial started
1st chair jury trial to verdict
2nd chair jury trial to verdict
1st chair non-jury trial started
2nd chair non-jury trial started
1st chair non-jury trial to verdict
2nd chair non-jury trial to verdict

Return all completed application forms to:
Ms. Janet L. Hummons
American Bar Association
Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section
321 North Clark Street
Chicago, IL 60654
E-mail: janet.hummons@americanbar.org
Telephone: (312) 988-5656
BY FEBRUARY 14, 2020

ambar.org/tipsmeetings

Join your colleagues for the premier CLE conference for
insurance, defense,coporate, and plaintiffs attorneys.

JW MARRIOTT NASHVILLE | NASHVILLE, TN

APRIL 29 - MAY 2, 2020

March 14-18, 2020 | The National Judicial College | Reno, Nevada

2020 ABA/TIPS ABOTA NATIONAL
TRIAL ACADEMY

S AV E T H E DAT E

AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section
321 North Clark Street
Chicago, Illinois 60654

